
CCuratingg Angell Mounds
(2018-2022)

Rehousing 2.3 million artifacts from the collections of the Angel 
Mounds State Historic Site

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services



• Large scale archaeology - Works Progress 
Administration projects and later Indiana 
University Field Schools – conducted between 
1939 and 1983

• Over 2.3 million individual artifacts in these 
legacy collections housed at Indiana University 
still in original packing crates

• 2018 IMLS / Save America’s Treasures grant 
awarded to rehouse collections into new 
archival quality bags and boxes, update new 
detailed catalog records, implement barcoding 
system and new storage tracking

• Over 50 staff and students contributed to the 
project between 2018-2022

• The Angel Mounds State Historic Site was the 
residence of a Mississippian community that 
occupied the area between AD 1050 and 
1450. 





Evolution of Storage Environments



Evolution of Box Conditions



Workspaces



Documentation – updated catalog 
records, curation notes, box 
inventories and labels, barcoding 
and location tracking



Assessing and rehousing box contents



Identifying & treating mold



Moving finished boxes to offsite storage



Thanks to the many students and staff who worked on the project!!


